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Colossians 3:1-17 “If then you have been raised with 
Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, 
not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life 

is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also 
will appear with him in glory. Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual 
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On 
account of these the wrath of God is coming. In these you too once walked, when 
you were living in them. But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, 
slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that 
you have put off the old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which 
is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. Here there is not 
Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but 
Christ is all, and in all. Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, com-
passionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one 
another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the 
Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these put on love, 
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule 
in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. Let 
the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your 
hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”

(See also John 10:27-30, 17:24, Col. 1:15-20, 2:8-10, 20-23)
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[Timothy Keller] “A counterfeit god is anything so central 
and essential to your life that, should you lose it, your life 
would feel hardly worth living. An idol has such a controlling 
position in your heart that you can spend most of your pas-
sion and energy, your emotional and financial resources, on 

it without a second thought. It can be family and children, or career and making 
money, or achievement and critical acclaim, or saving ‘face’ and social standing. It 
can be a romantic relationship, peer approval, competence and skill, secure and 
comfortable circumstances, your beauty or your brains, a great political or social 
cause, your morality and virtue, or even success in the Christian ministry. When 
your meaning in life is to fix someone else’s life, we call it ‘codependency’ but it is 
really idolatry. An idol is whatever you look at and say, in your heart of hearts, ‘If I 
have that, then I’ll feel my life has meaning, then I’ll know I have value, then I’ll feel 
significant and secure.’ There are many ways to describe that kind of relationship to 
something, but perhaps the best one is worship.

The old pagans were not fanciful when they depicted virtually everything as 
a god. They had sex gods, work gods, war gods, money gods, nation gods—for the 
simple fact that anything can be a god that rules and serves as a deity in the heart 
of a person or in the life of a people. For example, physical beauty is a pleasant 
thing, but if you ‘deify’ it, if you make it the most important thing in a person’s life or 
a culture’s life, then you have Aphrodite, not just beauty. You have people, and an 
entire culture, constantly agonizing over appearance, spending inordinate amounts 
of time and money on it, and foolishly evaluating character on the basis of it. If 
anything becomes more fundamental than God to your happiness, meaning in life, 
and identity, then it is an idol.”1 

1. Pastor Patrick made a connection between a child’s “blankie” 
(or more technically, “security blanket”) and some of the things 
we place our security and hope in as adults. What are some of 
those things (generally and/or personally)? 

2. Read Col. 3:1-4 and discuss. Paul is making a comparison that really is no com-
parison at all. Talk about the difference between setting our minds on things 
above as opposed to setting them on earthly things. 

Who Am I?

1Timothy Keller, Counterfeit Gods (New York, NY: Dutton, 2009), p. xviii, xix.
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3. By comparison, setting our minds on earthly things as opposed to things that 
are above clearly seems foolish. Why then is it so challenging to keep our hearts 
and minds fixed on the things that are above, where Christ is?

4. What are some of the outcomes of having our minds fixed either on earthly 
things or on things that are above?

5. What does it mean that our lives are “hidden with Christ in God” (Col. 3:3)?

6. How does the instruction to “let the word of Christ dwell in your richly” (Col. 3:16) 
help in keeping our minds fixed on things that are above? What about the “one 
another” piece (see Col. 3:16)?

7. What immediate applications can be made in light of this text?

Notes:


